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The Present Conflagration in Europe Recalls Ear-
lier Struggles for Supremacy On Plains Long

Since Historic for the Blood That
Was Shed Upon Them.

I1V A. K. PAKKIH.JIST, JH.
CATTISH ED throughout tho Old

&v World aro ninny historic bat- -
"eflolds to which those living
niarby point with pride as they

teil tourists of tho stirring deeds of
yaior that were there performed. Each
has its pet tradition, and the guidos
to these hlood-stnlne- d spots never tire
of telling how warriors of old there
won their spurs, fought, bled nnd died
for tho flag under which they bat-
tled. Among thoso historic battle-
fields might bo mentioned Waterloo,
where tho allied armies commanded
by tho Duko of Wellington and lyn-
cher were opposed by the French, led
by Napoleon; Crecy, where the French
were again defeated by tho English;
tho Plateau of Jena, whero the French
retrelved thrlr earlier losses by de-
feating the Prussians, and the field of
Colombey Noullly, whore, In 1S70,
the Prussian colors finally triumphed
over tho tricolor of France.

Historians, novelists and poets have
recorded the valorous deeds here done
and sung the praises of tho valiant
warriors who led their forces In bat-
tle array. Romance has been inter-
woven with the sternor realities of
war, and those of us who peruse our)
histories aro thrilled by tho vivid
word-pictur- of the titanic struggles
there writ. Yot, after all, as we to-

day turn to the pages of our news-
papers and roud with absorbing inter-
est the dispatches that are flashed be-

neath the sea from tho Old World,
telling of tho millions of men that are
grouped beneath tho standards of Ger-
many and Austria-Hungar- y on the one
side, and England, France, Rus-
sia, Uelglum, Sorvin and Japan

of -

liV WALDON
IE predicted has come to miss.
The present deadly conflict in
Europe and the Orient Is In
very truth a war In tho air and

strife carried on In horseless ve.
Icles. The dovo of peace ha.s been
riven from the Old World by n very

as boon, In a sense, by
jtiMuos eiiKiuLB (lesaructlon.
loreover, these twentieth century
uuuui.i, iiiu iiiiHiiip una wio military

.oinr r'n r n nvr it i na iimmp. ...in
, , " " t"Jprominent part in deciding the

eath struggle of tho nations aro, in
inrtlal closely linked
un mat. outer latter-da- y marvel,
Ireless telegraphy. Together they
rve to make this clash of arms a
rugglo without a parallel In the hls- -

A Touch To Tragedy.
From tho very outset of tho war tho
itomobllcs and the sky warriors of
ie havo ndded n plctur- -

tniinli SI... .1.1

ting bo moro terrifying than tho
lectnclo of a night attack such as
as made upon Antwerp with bombs
uiiiiik iiuiii me eiuuun, oh 11 wore,
"in a sleeping city. Or ngaln, wit-th- e

panic thut followed tho quick

on the other, those earlier struggles
pale Into insignificance. Those curlier
battles involved tliou.-and- s, while to
ilny a single army corps of any one
of the opposing armies number more ,

purhaps, than all engaged In tho pre-
vious battles. Whero hundreds were
killed before, the losses of the war
now raging total hundreds of thou
sands, for such Is modern warfare In
a period where civilization, supposed-
ly. Is at high tide.

Mattle of Waterloo.
Forty years have elapsed since

thoso battles between France and the
Oormnns were fought on French and
Belgian soil. Tho struggle now being
waged covers much of this same terri-
tory, only whero decisive bnttles of
tho earlier Invasion were fought to a
llnlsh on a single plain, such as at
Waterloo and other historic spots, tho
battle lino of today stretches for a
distance of 200 miles and over every
inch of this line vast army corps face
each other and the roar of cannon,
the shriek of shell and the crash of
steel are Intermittently heard. As the
opposing hosts pause long enough to
pick up their dead and care for their
wounded an appalling list of casual-
ties Is each day recorded. This Is
the price Germany's War Lord is
willing to pay, or exact, to make good
that ominous declaration attributed to
him: "I shall be proclaimed the ruler
of the world, or go forth Into exile."

When tho forces of the Knlser
sought to batter their way through
Belgium and reach the plains of
Waterloo It was generally believed
that the decisive battle of this strug-
gle would tlioro lie fought. In a moas- -

invasion of Belgium and Franco made
possible only by the uso of tho space-annihilati-

military motors.
After all, however, there was In the

early chronicles of tho wnr no one in-

cident which so typified the signifi-

cance of tho now era of tho auto and
the aoropluno as that whia"h occurred
when a body of Belgian troops defend-
ing a position against a night attack
suddenly found their fortifications I-

lluminated and tho secrets of their
disclosod by plaques or discs

dropped from the enemy's aerln'
scouts soaring overhead and which
missiles, when they struck tho ground,
burst Into flumes that for the tlmo
bolng turned night into day In the
locality, and enabled tho opposing
gunners to "get the range" without
difficulty.

Aeroplane Versus
Decidedly tho most interesting tech-

nical question to be answered by tho
prosont war has to do with the rela-
tive merits of aeroplanes, or heavier
than air flying machines, and dirigible
balloons modorn succeBfjors of thoso
original balloons which were over at
tho mercy of the winds. The Issue
botwoen those two species ut meohan- -
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With the Outcome the Present Conflict Aero-

planes Versus Dirigibles Automobiles for
Transport 'and As Gun Carriages.
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ure ho .succeeded, although the invad-
ing host reached such vast propor-
tions that the Gorman line stretched
miles and miles beyond the objectlvo
point. Here It was that the allied
armies of England and Prussia met
that of Franco, commanded by Napo- -

leon. No spot In the world takes rank
over Waterloo from a historical view
point for hero it was that Napoleon's
Haunting colors were lowered in de-
feat, a defeat which led to his exile
and lonely death on tho bleak and
barren Island of St. Helena.

Although Its name fills page after
page of the world's most Important
history, Waterloo is nothing but a
tiny village spread out on the plains
of Belgium, In the Provlnco of Bra
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.am, nine more commonly their commander sent peremptoryIt was 18, IS 1.1, that tho Duko1 of Courcelks, was fought, for toof Wellington and Blucher met the was in This fortunately for Ger-Fronc- hXapoleon and war of 1S7U was and ofconqueror's wonderful more conlldence Into ing defeated, the themachine to its foundation, on than that and near day Into
tho scene of this bey, village In long-lo- st Lor- - This same- - battleground stillhas been up the four east of with the

of Is mammoth lion of defeated and leirs who have In
Is still one of the to to the cover of forts struggle, and fourshow of nnd at the supposed that amiv were tho

leal birds Is sharply drawn because
has hor the

aeroplanes, Germany, with
persistence of tho raco and

at staggering cost, has her
tho monster gas

commonly as Zeppelin airships.
As with most things, each type has

Its advantages and disadvantage!?. In
countries, such as the

States, whore tho outcome of this par-
tisanship Is awaited with keenest In-
terest, there Is general sentiment
among military men to the
the aeroplane is preferablo to tho pon-
derous Zeppelin, may como to
grief If tho great gas
bag Is supposed to constitute a

But in con-
sidering this preference, It Is only fair
to remember that the of most
American with respoct to the
use of machines in warfare is

these cloud-climbe- rs bo used
primarily If exclusively for

purposes. Tho aormnns, on the
othor as has boon olenrly

havo an ambition to uo sky
vehicles for bomb dropping, and
might (von be to employ
ZoDvellnu to transport small bodies of

when present conflict lung chain German had
brought to a an added interest been broken. French losses nt

it, no doubt exists known as tho
that the Battle Waterloo Colombey-Noulll- y, or Coiom-wl- ll

make
light a skirmish when

comparative figures the sacrl- -
nccd havo withered and totaled.

History m-pca- t it-u- lt. on the
In scanning the daily reports from

tho war frequent men-- , army was in and
is made the tho Mouse around Metz, Germans
tile Army Moselle, two pled positions east them out-mlgh- ty

wings the Kaiser's posts well to front, un thethat Joined and battered so long August Germans moved
against the ward and a ridge between
commanded by sturdy lomboy Borny, by thellttlo It French. A general battle resulted,

battle that bloodv battle
nines suuineasi oi lirusseis. lomuey-.Nouill- y, called aon June tho Battle order the Prussians retreat

There no battle the Franco- - order, theunder rocked Prussian which instilled mans, ignored, Instead be-th- o
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Much the samo divergence of opln- -'

Inn prevails with respect to the use
of motor cars In warfare. Practically
all nutlons aro agreed that the motor
truck has Its place In the transport
machinery of tho modern field force,
but there is no like unanimity of opin-
ion to tho effect that motor-propolle- d

artillery Is worth while. And yet the
results of the prosont war seem to In-

dicate that thero aro circumstances
when it is mighty convenient to have
motors that will rush field guns Into
action and will even bring up siege
guns on tho "double quick." How-

ever, tho rapid advance of tho Ger-
man' army In tho Initial campaign of
tho war is declared to have been mnde
possible by tho extonslvo employment
of motor vehicles. By means of their
tractors and their heavy guns mount-
ed on wheels of the "caterpillar" type
(familiar in American farm ma-

chinery) tho Germans wore able, for
tho first tlmu In tho history of mod-

ern warfare, to rely to only a very
limited oxtent upon tho railroads.

But It Is tho French, ns might bo
expected, cuuslUui'lntf their love ul

f i,rr,,.ot nv,.i ,.i .

n vWlvAt. 1)V that name, were 3,000,
whlle the 'ncrinans left 1,800 mon

iv vi itles, who are responsible for that
enmblnatlon of the auto and the acre
winch may be said to rank as the
"last word" In military progress.
Wliile the Germans were pinning their
faith to giant Zeppelins, each shel-
tered In a permanent building at a
"base" on the frontier, the French
evolved a specially designed motor
truck which will transport an aero-
plane from place to pi. ice, thus Im-

parting a new element of mobility to
the aerial defense. And to make the
arrangement complete each aeroplane
truck carries a tent or hangar, which
can be speedily erected as a shelter
for the bird of war after It has been
unloaded from tho special convey-
ance. Franco has more than a dozen
of these special motor trucks for car
rying aeroplanes. Carrying out the
same iilci, all the loading European
nations now have tirraitgements
whereby seaplanes or hydroplanes
naval counterparts of military aeros
may be carried on warships and
launched from their docks upon their
flights of observation.

The Cost Of The New Wnrrnro.
Although aerial and automobile

warfare is but just finding Its first
exemplification of any magnitude in
the world-wid- e war now in progress n
colossal expenditure has been made
by all tho great powers In prepara-
tion for this latest form of combat,
Tho reader may be forgiven If he Is
all but Incredulous of the statement
that during tho past five years tho gov-
ernments of the world have expe.nded
the sum of $100,000,000 for aeronau-
tical work. However, detailed sta-
tistics just compllod by American army
officers show that this Is tho total to
date, and ero the present war Is fin-
ished vast additions will probably have
been m ule to this sum. And this takes
no account of tho expenditures dur-
ing tho same tlmo for automobiles, the
purchase of motor cars being distrib-
uted among so many br.anchos of the
military nnd naval service that it has
teen found Impossible to compile ac-
curate comprohenslvo statistics.

Itclntho Stmigtli of tln Nations,
And how do thu different Uuroptmn

.
'

.

engagement, upwards of
a million mon battled hero for su-- r

remacy in the tltnnlc strugglo of to-

day.
iJenu.

The Plateau of Jena is another spot
roplote with historic Interest for not
only was one of the world's most mem-
orable battles fought there, but its
surroundings are closely linked with
the memorlas of Goethe, Schiller and
Martin Luther. Jena Is locatod In the
central part of Germany, and on this
plo'eau Napoleon achieved one of his
r. r'5t notable victories. The ruins of
the old fortresses laid to waste by the
"Little Corporal's" troops aro one of
the sights first pointed out to Ameri-
can tourists. On October 14, 180G,
Xapoleon at the head of his army met
and routed the Prussians under their
King and Prince Hohenlohe. The
Prussians loft 20,000 dead and wound-
ed on the field, while nearly as many
of their number fell Into the hands
of Napoleon as prisoners of war. The
French casualties totalled 14,000.
From here Napoleon at onco advanced
to Berlin, where he issued tho Berlin
Decree.

Next In Interest to the fortifications
and ramparts are tho many monu-
ments that have been erected to fa-
mous men, and the Black Bear Inn,
where Martin Luther stopped while
In flight from Warburg. There are
many ancient and historic castles
nbout Jena, which in Itself Is but a
town of about 21,000 population.

Battlo of Crcry
Crecy, a small town In the North

of France, Is the scene of the famous
battle which occurred on August 20th,
1346, between the English, under Ed-
ward III, and the French, under King
Philip VI. After fighting from early
morning until midnight the French
nrmy was almost annihilated. It is
said that cannon were used with great
effect for the first time during the
conflict.

The town Is In the Department of
Homme, twelve miles northeast of Ab-
beville, on tho bank of the nlver Maye.
On the forward slope of the town the

powers measure up in the possession
of the "new fortunes of war?" In
aircraft if not In automobiles, France
leads, although she hud planned to
spend tills year but .$",500,000, as com-
pared with Germany's $9,000,000 for
now aerial equipment. At the out-

break of the war Franco had thirteen
dirigible balloons and seven ordered,
as compared with Germany's seven-
teen dirigibles In service nnd flvo or-

dered. But France has 450 army
aeroplanes, as compared with 162 in
tho possesion of Germany, and
Franco has 1,000 private aeroplanes
which may be taken over for military
service, whereas Germany has but 200
private aeros thus available.

England, which hnd planned to
spend $5,000,000 on airships this year,
has six dirigibles on hand nnd four
building. She has a flock of 161 mil-

itary and naval aeroplanes in service
but how strongly England Is leaning
to the Idea of the big senplano or
naval hydropluno Is attested by the
fact that aside from tho forty-seve- n

aeroplanes which sho had under con-
struction at the time war broko out
sho has ordered twenty-tw- o of the
poworful soaplanes which It Is felt
will be of the greatest assistance to
her battleship fleet. England's ally,
Japan, confesses to the possession of
only two dirigibles, with one ordered,
and twenty neroplnnes,

Austria went Into tho fray with live
dirigibles In readiness and three un-

der construction, and with forty mili-
tary aeroplnnes nnd six naval neros.
Russia, on the other hand, has nine
dirigibles In service and ten ordered,
to say nothing of 250 aeroplanes. Italy
has eight dirigibles In readiness and
two more on tho way, whllo as for
aeroplanes, she has 160 now and will
shortly add thirty more. Of the lessor
powers, Belgium has one dirigible
cotnplote, one dirigible under con-
struction nnd forty aeroplanes; Bul-
garia, ono dlrlglblo and twenty-eig- ht

ueroplunesi Rnumnnla, twenty-fou- r
aeroplanes; Greece, fifty-tw- o aero-
planes; Switzerland, four neroplunes
Benin, fight aeros, Montenegro, thret
aeroplanes, Holland, thrvu uuropltuius,

English troops wore entrenched. With
out hesitancy, King Philip, at the hoaS
of his 3S.000 troops, marched on tho
English forco of soma 20,000. All day
long mailed knights hurled themselves
against each other whllo archers kept
up a deadly flro.

A conspicuous figure in tho fighting
was the Prince of Wales, called "tho
Black Knight." So daring were his
tactics that several knights wont to
the King and told him to warn th
young Prince against such daring
Edward answered them proudly: "Le'
the boy win his spurs."

Tho population of Creoy is oull
1,500.

It was only forty-fou- r years ag
that tho world famous battle of Sedai
was fought, a historic spot within l
few hours' ride of the lino of battle
of today, and not far from Colombey.
Noullly, where MacMahon, havin(
been defeated by "Unscr Fritz," a
Woertli, had retreated to Savorno, U
the Moselle, to Chalons, to Rheims, ti
Sedan. There, on August 29, h
turned at bay with 150,000 met
against tho King of Prussia, th
Crown Prince of Prussia nnd thi
Crown Prince of Saxony with 250,000
The groat battle began at 6 o'clock ll
the morning of September 1; by 1

o'clock that afternoon it had reached,
the height of its fury and by 4 o'clock
"Unser Fritz" announced that the
Germans were completely masters of
tho field. The next morning tho Em-
peror of the Fronch, In an autograph
note to King William, surrendered
with his entire army and he was sent
to Germany a prisoner of war.

Sedan was chiefly an artillery bat- -
tlo, In which the Germans had 600 and
tho French 500 guns. Tho Germans
lost 9,000 officers and men. The

j French lost 3,000 killed, 14,000
wounded and 21,000 prisoners in bat-
tle, and 83,000 surrendered tho next
day. Tho Germans took 419 field
guns, 139 fortress guns and 66,000
rifles.

It is this struggle, thoso who clalrr
to know, assert that the Kaiser hopes
to eclipse. Will ho succeed? That ii
the question the entire world awaits.

and Turkey, two dirigibles and fifteen
aeroplanes. For tho sake of compari-
son It may be of Interest to add that
tho United States government, which
boasts not a single dlrlglblo, has fif-

teen military aeroplanes and five na-

val aeros. However, in the United
States, as in France, there are nbouf
1,000 private aeroplanes which couW
bo pressed into tho service of thi
nation In tlmo of need.

Wireless Telegraphy Automobiles.
Wireless telegraphy used In oon.

nectton with automobiles and aero-
planes figures conspicuously In that
technical "team work" which maker
for modern military efficiency. Easllj
the most advanced practlco In thii
sphere Is found in tho nutomobih
wireless outfits, which constitute lr
each Instance a wireloss station on
wheels. By means of these portable
radio stations all the paraphernalia of
electrical communication without
wires may be speedily whisked from
place to place and as soon as tho tele-
scopic mast which la part of tho outll'
can bo extended and erected tho op-

erators can go to work sending and
receiving messages.

Automobllo wireless sets such as
thoso In uso by tho Belgian und
French armies have a radius that Is,
a sending range of 225 to 250 miles,
and tho electricity for the operation
of tho set Is gonorntcd by tho motor
of the car. It can readily bo real-
ized that where contending armies are
clashing, as In the present war, along
fur-flun- g battle lines these powerfu'
automobllo wireless sets aro of Inf-
initely more value than the pack ant
sets and cart sots upon which the
military had to depend ero It was dls.
covered that the motor car could b
"hooked up" to a wireless outfit.

Motor cars are also being employed
to a considerable extent by the tight
ing Europeans as army ambulance
and tholr advantages for this servlci
are numerous. Especially Is the mo-to-

ambulance superior because It en
ables the conveyance of wounded sol
dlors to hospitals In tho shortest poa
slblo tlmo and thereby rendors It pos
slide In many Instances to save llvo
that would be sacrificed If there were
delay. Powerful senrchllghts mount-
ed on motor trucks constitute an
other Innovation now receiving itl
baptism of tiro


